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ANNUAL DUES 
The annual dues of SI.00 are now payable for 1917, and 

should be sent to the Secretary-Treasurer. 

THE NEW YORK MEETING 

A meeting of the Society was held at Barnard College in 
New York City on December 27, 28 and 29, 1916, under the 

presidency of Dr. Victor E. Shelford. The total number of 
members in attendance at the various sessions was probably 
about 125. Two sessions were held for the transaction of 
busines and six for the presentation of the scientific program. 

Forty-two papers were read before the Society; a joint session 
was held with the Botanical Society of America; and two 

symposiums were given, one on soil temperature and one on 

certain aspects of the work of the Committee on Climatic 
Cond itions. An informal dinner was held on the evening of 
December 27, with 52 members in attendance. The Member 

ship Committee presented the names of 23 candidates for 
election to the Society, all of whom were accepted. The 
total membership at the present time is 307. 

The officers elected for 1917 are: 

President, Ellsworth Huntington, Milton, Mass. 

Vice-President, John W. Harshberger, University of 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Forrest Shreve, Tucson, Arizona. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

A brief address was made by the President of the Society 
regarding the activities of the past year, with special reference 



to the character and scope of the committees that have been 

appointed. A report was made by the Secretary-Treasurer 
on the summer meeting of the Society at San Diego, and on 

the three field trips that were arranged during the year. Men 

tion was made of the progress of the Handbook of the Socie 

ty, which is now in galley proof. A report on the condition 

of the treasury was presented and approved, showing an in 

come of $284.00 and expenses of ?188.31, leaving a balance 

of $95.69. The cost of printing the Handbook will absorb 

the balance from 1916 and about ?100.00 of the prospective 
income for 1917. 

An amendment was made to the third article of the Con 

stitution, regarding election of new members, providing for 

the addition of the words: 
" * * * or for special election 

by the Executive Committee at any time." This makes pos 
sible the acquisition of members throughout the year as well 

as at the annual meeting. 

A by-law regarding the place of meeting was passed, as 

follows: "The annual meeting of the Society shall be held, 
whenever practicable, at the same time and place with the 

annual meeting of the Botanical Society of America and the 

American Society of Zoologists. If these societies fail to meet 

at the same city, the Ecological Society will meet with the 

American Association and its affiliated societies. 

A by-law was passed recommending that the organizers 
of each field trip should appoint some one to serve as record 

er for the trip 
A by-law was passed providing that the retiring President 

and Vice-President automatically become the representatives 
of the Society on the Council of the American Association. 

The Executive Committee was authorized to arrange for 

special meetings for the reading of papers at any times be 

tween the regular annual meetings. 

The Secretary-Treasurer was authorized to simplify and 

cheapen the sending of announcements to the members of the 

Society by providing for the publication of a monthly bulle 

lin, which it will be possible to mail at second-class rates. 

This bulletin shall be the vehicle of all announcements and 

reports, including the arrangements for field trips and the 

statements made to the Society by the chairmen of the var 

ious committees. 



The Secretary-Treasurer was instructed to arrange future 

meetings in consultation with the secretaries of the American 

Society of Zoologists and the Botanical Society of America. 

The call for papers for the regular meeting of 1917 will be 

made early, and the abstracts of these papers will be printed 
in the program. An effort will be made to arrange a portion 
of the program on a definite schedule, so that it will be possi 
ble for members to hear papers at the exact time at which 

they are announced to be given. 

COMMITTEES 

A report was made by B. E. Livingston, Chairman of the 

Committee on Climatic Conditions. Progress in the organi 
zation of the Committee was reported, and more time was 

requested for a thorough interchange of views between the 

members prior to the formulation of a report. 
A report of the activities of the Soil Temperature Com 

mittee was made by Forrest Shreve, in connection with 

the symposium on soil temperature. Cooperation has already 
been arranged with a number of men who are making obser 

vations of soil temperature under conditions which are stan 

dardized as closely as possible. 
Four new committees were appointed at this meeting, re 

garding which the full details will be given in a later issue of 

the Bulletin. 

PUBLICATIONS 

The Programme of the New York Meeting was mailed 

during the Christmas rush and failed to reach some of the 

members. A few extra copies are on hand which will be sent 

to those who have not received them. 

Reprints of the proceedings of the San Diego meeting of 

the Society, published in Science, are in the hands of the Sec 

retary and will be distributed with the Handbook. 

The proceedings of the New York meeting will not be re 

printed for distribution, as they will be almost identical with 

the Programme. 
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